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Acres and Secretary Michelle 

Mayer were Novaõs first and 
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Legislative Liaison  

 

A mixture of dark 

green, light green, dark blue 

and light blue 

scrubs filled 

the clinic. 

Dental stu-

dents held the 

hands of small 

children as 

they directed 

them where to 

go next. The 

tooth fairy 

chatted with 

patients in the 

waiting area.       

This was not 

an average day at Nova 

Southeastern Universityõs 

Dental Clinic. First, it was 

Saturday, and as dedicated as 

NSUõs dental students are, this 

many at school on the week-

end was suspicious. Second, 

all the patients were smiling, 

excited children. 

Saturday, February 

3rd was NSUõs chapter of the 

American Student Dental As-

sociationõs second annual 

Give Kids a 

Smile Day.  

Give Kids a 

Smile (GKAS) 

is part of the 

A m e r i c a n 

Dental Asso-

ciationõs Na-

tional Chil-

drenõs Dental 

Access Day 

and is put on 

annually by 

local chapters 

of the ADA 

and ASDA. This year 758,977 

children were treated nation-

ally with an estimated $72 

million in value of care deliv-

ered.   NSU was able to treat 

(òGKASó Continued on page 3) 

This January Mi-

chelle Mayer, Aaron Acres, 

and I attended the Florida 

Dental Associationõs House of 

Delegates meeting in Tampa.  

The FDA invites 2 students, a 

delegate and an alternate, 

from both Florida dental 

schools to learn the process, 

represent their school, and 

occasionally share their 

thoughts on an issue. 

At this session, the 

hot topic was òSpecialty Li-

censure by Credentials.ó  

Currently, a dental specialist 

(orthodontist, endodontist, 

oral surgeon, etc.) cannot 

obtain a license in Florida 

with out taking the Florida 

board exam.  So an oral sur-

geon for example, who has 20 

years experience in another 

state has to take the board 

(òFDAó Continued on page 3) 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  

I S S U E :  

NSU Stu-

dents Help 

òGive Kids a 

Smileó 

1 

ASDA In-

vades Or-

lando 

1 

FDA House 

of Delegates 

Update  

1 

Professor 

Spotlight: Dr. 

Lehrer  

4 

Club Spot-

light: AAPD, 

HSDA, and 

WDS  

5 

ASDA Offi-

cer Spotlight: 

Aaron Acres 

and Derek 

Gatta  

7 

CDM Pic-

tures  

8 

FDA House of Delegates Update 

N O V A  S O U T H E A S T E R N  

U N I V E R S I T Y 

T H E  A M E R I C A N  

S T U D E N T 

D E N T A L  A S S O C I A T I O N 

NOVACAINE NEWS 
A P R I L - M A Y  2 0 0 7  S P R I N G  I S S U E  

ASDA Invades Orlando 

 After a long day of 

classes, Fred Tepedino, Anna 

Fedak, Linsey Fleming and I 

scrambled into a rental car and 

embarked on our journey to 

represent Nova Southeastern 

University in Orlando at the 

American Student Dental Asso-

ciation central regional meet-

ing.  Michelle Mayer (district 5 

trustee) and Kelly Maixner 

(national vice-president) met 

us at the convention.  Each 

year at the regional meeting, 

the 23 Dental Schools from the 

central US convene to ex-

change ideas, improve the 

leadership skills and build 

lasting contacts. 

 We arrived at the Dis-

ney Coronado Springs Resort 

ambitious and eager to listen 

to speakers and meet students 

from other schools.  Dr.  Wade 

Winker and Kelly Heetland 

(Pacific õ07) gave interesting 

and entertaining talks to the 

delegation.  Dr. Winker is a 

general dentist and practices 

in central Florida.  He pre-

sented a lively talk on òliving 

healthy as a dental studentó, 

which highlighted the impor-

tance of a work-play balance.  

He enjoys the outdoors and 

exercising, both of which 

serve as a healthy distraction 

from his busy professional life.  

Dentistry, though a rewarding 

career, can lead to destructive 

dependencies unless the 

proper channels are utilized to 

dissipate stress.  Dr. Winker 

(òASDAó Continued on page 2) 

By: Derek Gatta    

ASDA Vice President 

NSU Students Help òGive Kids a Smileó 

D4 student, Jincy Kuruvilla, 

and her patient during Give 

Kids a Smile.  

By: Anna Fedak    

ASDA Secretary 

By: Jared Young   

ASDA Legislative Liaison   
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recounted several anecdotes of colleagues who 

turned to alcohol and drugs to escape the pres-

sures of life.  He was actively involved in their 

road to recovery by organizing efforts to look after 

their practice while they received treatment and 

encouraged participation in substance abuse 

classes.  Getting a dentist to admit a problem ex-

ists and receive help was by far the hardest point 

for anyone to accept.  Our profession has easy 

access to prescription drugs and the relative little 

oversight in our solo practices combine to form an 

environment conducive to destructive behavior.  

Dr. Winker is a very upbeat and positive person and did not dwell on negatives stories, rather 

he wanted to arm us with the knowledge and give us the courage necessary to confront such 

circumstances in the event we need to help a friend some day. 

 Kelly Heetland  was the next speaker who spoke on membership recruitment.  He em-

phasized the importance of reminding members of their benefits so they see value in the or-

ganization. He told delegates to brand ASDA.  When members are experiencing ASDA at a 

lunchõnõlearn or a social event, make sure they know it is ASDA that is giving them that warm 

feeling. 

 Jason Hansen gave a legislative update from each state represented by the schools 

and spoke of the politics that could affect dentistry.  In Florida, H 353 was introduced which 

would require dental labs, other than those located within a dental practice and operated by a 

dentist, to register with the dental board. The registered the lab must provide proof that either 

the owner of the dental lab or a dental technician employed full time by the lab is a certified 

dental technician.  It would also require a dentist, upon final delivery of a restorative or cos-

metic case to a patient, such as crowns, complete or partial dentures, or other prosthetic de-

vices, to provide the patient a list of the materials used in the case, along with the chemical 

composition and any contraindications of the materials, and to disclose the name and address 

of the dental laboratory at which the case was manufactured.  Medicaid is also potentially un-

dergoing a dramatic overhaul and the Florida Dental Association is aggressively monitoring all 

proposals for their impact on dentistry. 

 On the final day of the conference, ASDA leaders spoke of improving the national web

-page and having each chapter submit a report called S.W.O.T. (strengths, weaknesses, oppor-

tunities, and threats).   This would increase communication between chapters and aid in dis-

semination of ideas from other schools.  It would also create a transparent way to peer into the 

strengths and weaknesses of a given school. 

 The trip was an enriching experience and all of us look forward to educating our lead-

ers of what we learned and implementing some new ideas we picked up. 

(òASDAó Continued from page 1) 

NSU students met representatives  from 

other dental schools at ASDAõs  Central 

Regional Meeting   

Membership Benefits:  

¶ Subscription to ASDA publications 
(ASDA News, Mouth, ADA news, 

JADA) 

¶ copy of ASDA Handbook: A Re-
source Guide for Dental Students 

¶ discounts on national dental board 
exam review materials and ASDA 

guide to postdoctoral programs 

¶ major medical health insurance 

¶ low-cost student disability insurance 

¶ automobile insurance 

¶ car rental discount 

¶ MasterCard or American express 
(special reward cards) 

¶ free $50,000 Life insurance 



exam which entails a class II amalgam, etc. to obtain a license 

to practice oral surgery in Florida.  To investigate alternatives, 

the FDA has begun to explore specialty licensure by creden-

tials.  This means that five years experience in a dental spe-

cialty in another state (among many 

other stipulations) would make a spe-

cialist eligible for licensure in Florida 

without taking the Florida board exam.  

Some states, like Michigan offer board 

exams tailored specifically for special-

ists, which is also an alternative.  The 

decision was made at this session to get 

more information from the specialty 

groups and discuss the topic further, at 

the next meeting in June 2007. 

A couple of the resolutions dis-

cussed involved dental students and 

dental education.  One resolution pro-

posed a òMentoring Programó for dental 

students.  This would involve a two week rotation, included in 

dental school curriculum where dental students would work 

closely with a dentist in the community to get more direct con-

tact with the real world practice on dentistry.  The FDA how-

ever defeated this resolution.  Many felt that the current dental 

school curriculum is already very intensive and there was little 

room for another rotation. 

The FDA did pass a resolution to incorporate a dental 

student as a non-voting consultant to the FDAõs Subcouncil on 

the New Dentist.  There currently is little communication be-

tween the FDA and dental students and this new position hope-

fully will help create a stronger rela-

tionship.  This ASDA appointed student 

will attend 3 meetings a year along with 

conference call meetings.  With the 

help of a studentõs perspective, the FDA 

can more efficiently plan events to edu-

cate dental students on practice man-

agement, governmental affairs, licen-

sure requirements, etc.  The first meet-

ing with a student present is April 13th.  

Any important information obtained at 

this event will be posted on the NSU-

ASDA website. 

The FDA is not a law making body, but 

a large, well respected organization of 

dentists in Florida.  The Florida Board 

of Dentistry is capable of rule making, and interpreting the laws 

made by the Florida House and Senate.  The Florida Board of 

Dentistry is interested in the stance of the FDA on issues.  These 

stances are what are decided at the House of Delegates meet-

ings twice a year.  This is a perfect illustration of organized 

dentistry, and how it is effective in protecting the profession. 

(òFDAó Continued from page 1) 
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over 100 children and give over $25,000 worth of dental 

care. NSU faculty, administration, students, staff, and lo-

cal dentists volunteered their time Saturday to serve the 

children of the community who 

would not normally have access 

to such care 

There was a dramatic 

increase in the number of chil-

dren treated this year com-

pared to last year. Families and 

children from the Broward Part-

nership for the Homeless and 

the Boys and Girls Club were 

invited. Also, local pediatric 

dentists invited children. The 

number of volunteers increased 

and there were more products 

donated. Bernie, the Miami Heat 

mascot, came by to show his 

support. Even the tooth fairy, 

played by first year student 

Sheena Howell, made an appearance. 

Children were given a fun, interactive oral hy-

giene and nutrition presentation by first year students.  

NSUõs pre-doctoral chapter of the American Association 

of Pediatric Dentists instructed the first year students 

how to give this presentation. Children were then taken 

to get radiographs and then to the clinic for treatment.  

Second, third, and forth year dental students worked 

along with local pediatric dentists and faculty to treat the 

children. 

Julie Mikhail, one of the community service 

chairs of ASDA, did a big part of the planning for this 

event.  She was really proud of 

how well the event went this 

year." The day went better than 

anyone expected. We were 

able to help so many families 

and it was many of the chil-

drenõs first visit to a dentist and 

it was great to make it a good 

one for them.ó 

At the end of the day, Nova 

Southeastern Universityõs Col-

lege of Dental Medicine be-

came one of many dental 

schools to organize a day to 

help underserved children. And 

though the children were the 

ones to receive the benefits of 

care, the dentists and students 

that participated walked away rewarded with the experi-

ence of educating children on the importance of oral 

health care. 

Julie remembers what a one little girl told her 

after her treatment, òéShe decided she wanted to be a 

dentist for kids when she left. That made it [GKAS] worth 

all the effort.ó 

(òGKASó Continued from page 1) 

Second year dental student Kelly Seebaldt 

spends Give Kids a Smile with children re-

ceiving care.  

Aaron Acres, Dr. Zarr, Dr. Romer, Dean 

Uchin, Michelle Mayer and Jared Young 

attended the FDA House of Delegates  
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òWhen working 

with people, if 

you listen, you 

learn. Be an 

observer. 

Observing is 

the most 

important 

thing.ó 

- Dr. Lehrer  

Faculty Spotlight: Dr. Lehrer  

Students dressed in their navy blue 

scrubs may know something about adrenaline 

rushes and frayed nerves.  As second year den-

tal students attempt injections for the first time 

on classmates, Dr. Harry Lehrer oversees the 

learning process of the anesthesia practicum. 

At first glance, 

Dr. Lehrer has a tough 

exterior ð a goatee 

hints at his former col-

lege baseball career.  

But he is approachable 

and energetic.  Talking 

with Dr. Lehrer, it is 

impossible not to no-

tice his passion for 

teaching dental stu-

dents. 

His road to 

Nova Southeastern was 

unique.  Dr. Lehrer 

attended the University 

of Florida, playing on 

their baseball team 

and amassing several minors in addition to his 

accounting major.  He continued in Gainesville 

as a dental student.  He then established himself 

in private practice and later experimented with 

teaching at a two-year dental assistant program. 

In his role as a professor, he wears 

many hats ranging from clinical classes to board 

review courses.  A passion for oral surgery 

earned him a spot as the only general dentist in 

the department. 

According to Dr. Lehrer, however, his 

most important role is making himself available 

to students.  Promoting a comfortable learning 

environment through his laid-back and humor-

ous teaching style, Dr. Lehrer advocates a can-

do attitude and big-picture thinking. 

He realizes that some things seem in-

surmountable, but keeping them in perspective 

is key.  òYou have to have balance, you have to 

have relaxed time.ó  Dr. Lehrer encourages stu-

dents to make time to unwind. 

òHe is a positive influence in our per-

sonal lives, helping us to learn the balance be-

tween a stressful dental school career and 

enlightened personal life,ó says fourth-year 

dental student Kelly Maixner. 

Dr. Lehrerõs love of family and sports 

make his time away from Nova Southeastern 

rewarding.  With a three year-old daughter 

keeping him busy after work, he still makes 

time to enjoy local restaurants and baseball. 

While he is a mentor to aspiring den-

tists, Dr. Lehrer also has a role model.  He ad-

mires colleague Dr. Donald Antonson as a clini-

cian and speaker.  òIõve known Dr. Antonson for 

27 years; he was one of my professors at UF. I 

attribute my being 

here full time because 

he is here.ó 

Relationships are a key 

piece of Dr. Lehrerõs 

family and professional 

life. 

In his view of dentistry, 

patient care makes the 

trade most rewarding.  

Relying on the òGolden 

Ruleó, Dr. Lehrer en-

courages doctors to 

think before they act.  

Whether it is personal 

or professional interac-

tions, he advises stu-

dents to focus on listen-

ing. 

òWhen working with people, if you 

listen, you learn. Be an observer. Observing is 

the most important thing.ó 

Advocacy is a natural component of 

those values for Dr. Lehrer.  He is an integral 

part, if not the driving force, behind the dental 

schoolõs involvement in the summer mission trip 

to Jamaica.  Its purpose, he emphasizes, is to 

serve the underprivileged.  From collecting 

much needed supplies to rallying student volun-

teers, a year of planning goes into the ten day 

mission.  Thirty-five dental students combine 

with more than 80 others from the health profes-

sions division to serve over a thousand patients. 

òDuring the trip, he works very hard 

during the day and is a leader for the dental 

mission trip team, and yet has time to unwind 

with the students after a long day of work,ó said 

Michelle Mayer, a third-year dental student who 

is returning this summer to Jamaica as a student 

coordinator. 

From Psi Omega advisor to keeping the 

dental school accredited, this wholehearted 

teacher stays busy.  As he continues to build on 

his five-year career at the College of Dental 

Medicine, Dr. Lehrer relishes his role in the 

training of future dentists. 

N O V A C A I N E  N E W S  

Dr. Lehrer assists second year Gerardo Marti-

nez  during the second year injection rotation.  

By:  Leanne Tinsley  

ASDA Communications Chair  



American Academy of Pediatric Dentist 
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òNO KIDS ALLOWEDó 

This is not something you see 

posted at many dentists offices.  

Most of us will treat at least a 

few children during our careers 

and learning to interact with 

them better will not only benefit 

you, but the pediatric patient 

and their family.  Therefore, 

getting involved in a pediatric dentistry organization can 

benefit you even if you do not plan on specializing. The pre-

doctoral chapter of the American Academy of Pediatric Den-

tists (the òpedoó club) was started at Nova Southeastern Uni-

versity last summer. Since then, we organized great opportu-

nities for members.  Here are just a few we are involved with: 

school presentations, research opportunities, and Give Kids a 

Smile. 

 School presentations are A LOT OF FUN and you have 

to be a member of the pedo club to participate.  Our goal is to 

do one school presentation each month. We also tailor our 

(òAAPDó Continued on page 6) 

If you enjoy participating in 

outreach activities and community ser-

vice, the Hispanic Student Dental Asso-

ciation is right for you. HSDA goal is to 

optimize the oral health of the Hispanic 

community; which represents a great 

percentage of NSU-CDM patient popula-

tion.  The organization was reestab-

lished this past August 2006, since then 

it has been dedicated to create aware-

ness of the dental needs in the Hispanic 

community.  This is accomplished 

through the active participation of our 

members in outreach activities, leader-

ship development and fostering positive 

relations between students and faculty. 

Last November we 

participated in a 

Thanksgiving Basket 

Brigade, organized 

by the Childrenõs 

Diagnostic and 

Treatment Center in 

Ft. Lauderdale.  The 

center distributed 

more than 2,000 

baskets that in-

cluded all the nec-

essary ingredients 

for a delicious 

Thanksgiving din-

ner.   The experi-

ence was gratifying since we had the 

opportunity to hand deliver the baskets 

and witness the joy in the families first 

hand.  To continue serving the commu-

nity, we have begun plan-

ning a dental education 

program for Hispanic par-

ents at the Caridad Clinic 

which will take off later 

this semester. 

In addition, our fundrais-

ers have served to pro-

mote awareness of our 

organization.  During De-

cember, many enjoyed 

the delicatessens of Span-

ish Pastries in our bake 

sale.  Students also had the 

opportunity to demon-

strate their love and 

friendship with our St. Valentineõs Se-

cret Admirer Rose Sale. 

(òHSDAó Continued on page 6) 

Dental students spend time 

teaching children good oral 

hygiene at an AAPD event.  

Hispanic Student Dental Association 

HSDA members participate 

with the basket brigade deliver-

ing food to families.  

By: Lara Carlson 

AAPD Secretary 

 What is the Womenõs 

Dental Society?  What is the 

purpose of having a womenõs 

dental society?  Is that like a 

sorority?  Many students and 

faculty alike are curious about 

what the WDS does and why 

we even have a òwomenõs 

dental societyó established at the school.   Hopefully, this arti-

cle will answer some of those questions. 

The WDS is a student chapter of the American Asso-

ciation of Women Dentists (AAWD).  The AAWD is a network 

of practicing dentists, dental assistants and other persons in-

volved in the field of dentistry that encourage the success and 

advancement of women in dentistry.  This network includes 

financial corporations and dental supply companies among 

others that assist and support women dentists start and main-

tain their own practices. 

It is a womenõs society, but both men and women can 

join.  Members include students and faculty, but we do require 

(òWDSó Continued on page 6) 

Womenõs Dental Society 

WDS members gather for 

dinner with a guest speaker.   

Club Spotlight 

By: Michelle Mathieson 

WDS President 

By: Marisabel Olivera 

HSDA President 



presentations for each grade.  Elemen-

tary school presentations are more in-

teractive covering oral hygiene and 

nutrition. One presenter dresses as a 

tooth fairy and we play fun games like 

ògood food vs. bad food.ó (Itõs really 

fun to hear the kids responses!)  Middle 

school and high school kids get a pres-

entation covering oral health, the den-

tal profession and a few videos. We 

also like to talk about what itõs like to 

be a dental student at NSU.  Whenever 

we can, we like to include a clinical 

aspect that includes oral examinations 

and sealants. 

 For those of 

you who are thinking 

about specializing in 

pediatric dentistry, it 

would be great to add 

research to your re-

sume.  Right now we 

are finding several 

ways for members to 

get involved.  For ex-

ample, the pedo club 

received a list of the 

topics post graduate 

pediatric residents are 

researching. We matched them up with 

members who are interested in that 

specific topic and wanted to help out 

with the project.  Also, many students 

do not know that that pre-doctoral stu-

dents can to start their own project and 

can get funding form the pediatric den-

tistry department.  If you want to do 

this, the pedo club can help you out 

with the details and finding the right 

contacts. 

 We also helped out with 

ASDAõs Give Kids a Smile. It was not 

only a big success, it was a ton of fun 

and a great experience for everyone 

involved.  Approximately 110 kids 

showed up to NSUõs clinic for cleanings 

and provided about $25,000 of free 

services!  Jobs included giving presen-

tations to the kids in the waiting room, 

running patients from radiology to 

chairs, and working in sterilization ar-

eas.  Second years even got to do pro-

phys and sealants! 

 Itõs only $27 to join the pedo 

club and itõs a rolling application, so 

you can join at any time!  Please email 

me (Lara Carlson, AAPD Secretary, 

lcarlson@nova.edu) if you are inter-

ested!  

(òAAPDó Continued from page 5) 
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N O V A C A I N E   

student members to also become stu-

dent members of AAWD. 

WDS was established several 

years ago, but faded away when the 

original student members gradu-

ated.  In the fall of 2006, WDS was 

re-established to bring awareness 

to womenõs health issues, to help 

underprivileged and/or abused 

women within the community, and to 

provide a supportive network for each 

other.  As health practitioners, all of us, 

regardless of gender, need to be aware 

of the health issues that could affect our 

female patients. For that reason, in Oc-

tober of 2006, we handed out 

pins for breast cancer aware-

ness.  WDS is not ignoring 

male patients, but there are 

definite and obvious biological 

differences between men and 

women that can cause different 

health issues. 

Last semester we had several 

guest alumni speakers attend a 

dinner event and tell us some 

of their stories about practic-

ing dentistry in the real world.  

The keynote speaker, Dr. May 

Yazji-Corey, was an international 

graduate student when she attended 

Nova; and it was her third time attaining 

a dental degree.  She practiced in two 

other countries before moving her fam-

ily to the U.S.  Her story was truly amaz-

ing and motivational to those that at-

tended the dinner event.  This March 

we plan to host another guest speaker 

dinner to learn relaxation techniques to 

calm the nervous patient. 

In addition to our goals, the 

society is another way for students to 

meet and interact with other dental stu-

dents and faculty members in a more 

relaxed environment.  Pot lucks and 

happy hours are on the calendar! Also, 

we hope to send at least two members 

to the annual AAWD conference in July 

2007, which will be a great opportunity 

to meet dental students from other 

schools and learn how we can make our 

own chapter better. 

This was just a little introduc-

tion to the Womenõs Dental Society.  If 

you have any questions or are inter-

ested in joining feel free to attend our 

next meeting (TBA) or email Michelle 

Mathieson at mathieso@nova.edu. 

(òWDSó Continued from page 5) 

Moreover, we also had the 

opportunity to represent our chapter at 

the 14th Annual HDA Conference in Los 

Angeles, California.  The conference 

offered a full agenda of meetings, semi-

nars and socials dedicated exclusively 

to student chapters.  One of the most 

rewarding events was the Student 

Roundtable Seminar, where the stu-

dents provided true insights on 

issues student-chapters en-

counter.  This conference was a 

motivating and fun experience 

and encouraged our chapterõs leader-

ship.  As a result of all this excitement, 

our chapter is planning to participate in 

the next òOrgulloó (pride) Competition 

where we will showcase our chapterõs 

events.  Furthermore, since the next 

Annual Conference will be held in Mi-

ami, we are thrilled to be a part of the 

planning and coordination of such an 

important event. 

We are taking on this opportu-

nity and 

various pro-

jects to be-

gin cultivat-

ing and fos-

tering rela-

tions be-

tween stu-

dents and 

f a c u l t y .   

HSDA and 

N S U - C D M 

wil l  be 

w o r k i n g 

together in organizing the event as part 

of the National Planning Committee.  

NSU-CDM will be hosting student social 

events and possibly CE Courses at our 

facilities on campus.  This will be a 

great chance to demonstrate our stu-

dentõs enthusiasm and will provide a 

chance to meet and interact with other 

dental students from around the coun-

try. 

Lastly, HSDA recognizes the 

importance of being proficient in the 

Spanish Language to better serve the 

Hispanic community.  In an effort to 

address the problems of communica-

tion and access to care with these pa-

tients, HSDA is collaborating with our 

faculty to offer Spanish classes to all our 

students and members in the near fu-

ture. 

(òHSDAó Continued from page 5) 

AAPD members present-

ing Oral Hygiene instruc-

tions to children.  

HSDA members attend 

a conference in Los An-

geles.  
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ASDA Officer Spotlight 

N O V A C A I N E  N E W S  

Aaron Acres is current 3 rd  

year and a new father. As 

president, Aaron repre-

sents our chapter as first 

delegate at the national 

level of ASDA.  

By:  Leanne Tinsley  

ASDA Communications Chair  

If you could wear any scrub color, what would it be? 

Black scrubs with my undergrad logo embroi-

dered on 

What do you like most about ASDA? 

Realizing that you have a voice with numbers 

What is/was your favorite dental school class? 

 Oral Histology:  Remnick and Gilbert are a great 

tag-team and "show &tell" is a good way to keep people 

awake 

What television show do you always make time for? 

          Man vs. nature: A.K.A. survivor man 

What is the best memory you have of dental school? 

             Seeing Dr. Dorfman, from the show "Extreme 

Makeover", speak at our school last year. 

What is the funniest moment you've had in dental 

school? 

Performing "I'm a little tea pot" with several 

friends in front of the whole class. 

If you could wear any scrub color, what would it be?  

Light blue  

What do you like most about ASDA?  

It supports dental students and our profession 

Who is/was your favorite dental school professor?  

Theyõre all great 

Where is your favorite place to relax?  

Parishville, NY 

What plans do you have for the upcoming ASDA year?     

A new chapter t-shirt, SW 30th crosswalk, social 

events and community service 

What television show do you always make time for?  

Rome 

What is the funniest moment you've had in dental 

school?  

1st Annual ASDA Pub Crawl at Riverfront in No-

vember ô05 

Aaron Acres 
College: University of Miami 

Hometown: Stuart, FL 

Class:  2008 

Position:    President 

Email:  acres@nova.edu  

Derek Gatta 
College:  Vanderbilt University 

Hometown:  Newport, RI 

Class:   2009 

Position:  Vice-president 

Email:  gatta@nova.edu 

Derek Gatta (in 

blue) takes a mo-

ment during  Give 

Kids a Smile to 

pose for a picture 

with Bernie, the 

mascot of the Mi-

ami Heat.  



ASDA members representing NSU 

visit representatives in Washington, 

D.C. for Lobby Day.  

D2s Jill Edwards, Julie Nullman, and Rebecca Benedict watch the BCS Na-tional Championship game at the Flight Deck. .  

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS  
Gold Level ($ 500)  

Proctor and Gamble 

Broward County Dental Association 

Heartland Dental  

 

Silver Level ($ 250)  

Patterson Dental  

 

D1s rent  scooters to sight see while on spring 

break.   

NSU-CDM Pictures 

D1s at the Psi Omega Initiation 
Dinner.  

P A G E  8  

N O V A C A I N E  N E W S  

D2s Kelly Seebaldt, Derek 

Gatta, Nathalie Vera, and Chris 

Rae party together at the Class 

of 2009 Banquet.  
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